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Jiri Thyn a kdzep-kelet eurdpai posztkoncep-
tudlis fotografia meghatarozo alakja. A fotografia
Mufajahoz kritikusan viszonyuld Thyn az utdbbi
években a médium hatarait feszegetd formai és
térbeli megoldasokkal kisérletezett, és fokoza-
tosan pontositottajellegzetes mivészinyelvét
a lirai konceptualizmus és a nem-narrativ foto-
grafia teruletein bellil. Fotdiba gyakran vegyllnek
mas Mmufajokra jellemzé elemek, mint példaul a
festészetbdl atemelt gesztusszerlseg és koz-
vetlenseég. Miutan fontos lepéseket tett az absz-
trakt fotografiairanyaba, valamint foglalkozott
a globalis modernista mlvészeti kanon €s helyi
muveészi hangok kozotti .lefordithatatlansag”
témajaval, az utdbbi idében a valdsag megra-
gadasanak, illetve megragadhatatlansaganak
kérdése felé fordult. Bar leggyakrabban olyan
formai megoldasokat keres, melyek levalnak
a konkrét tarsadalmi kontextusrol €s a direkt
politikai referenciakrol, Thyn mdivei mégsem
flggetlenithetdek kortars valdsagunk érzée-
kelésének tapasztalatatol és tarsadalmi aspek-
tusaitol. Ezek a tényezdk még az olyan képei-
nekisintegransrészet kepezték, melyek egyér-
telmUlen az absztrakciora Osszpontositottak.

Thyn személyes fotdi kommentarok kortars
valdosagunkrol, vagy — ahogy Jiri Ptacek kurator
Thyn 2015-es kidllitasa kapcsan irta — .képek,
amik nem tortéentek meg, habar léteznek.” Jifi
Thyn Trafo Galériaban rendezett — elsd magyar-
orszagi— onallo kidllitasanisilyen képeklatha-
tdak. A galérianyugtalanitd és magasztos rideg-
seéget araszto terében csendéletek kapnak helyet,
melyek leginkabb csapdakhoz hasonlitanak.
Olyan csapdakhoz, melyekben a kllsé meg-
figyeld6 nyugodtsagaval és rezignaltsagaval
nézhetjik végig, ahogy elpusztitjuk sajat ma-
gunkat és kodrnyezetlinket, valamint azt, ahogy
a langok utan maradt hamubdl, mulanyag
szemeétbdl és erdszakos valosagunk egyéb
Mmaradvanyaibol elébujo fekezhetetlen Kkigyo
mindent behaloz.

Jifi Thyn is a leading figure of the Central and
Eastern European post-conceptual photography
scene. Taking a critical approach towards the
genre of photography, Thyn has in recent years
experimented with formal and spatial solutions
that push the boundaries of the medium, gradu-
ally refining his distinctive artistic language within
the fields of lyrical conceptualism and non-narra-
tive photography. His photographs often incor-
porate elements typical of other genres, such as
the gestural nature and immediacy of painting.
Having made important steps towards abstract
photography, as well as addressing the issue of
‘untranslatability’ between the global modernist
art canon and local artistic voices, he hasrecently
turned his attention towards dilemmas concern-
ing the possibility or impossibility of capturing
our current reality. Although he most often seeks
formal solutions that detach themselves from
their social contexts and direct political referents,
Thyn’s work cannot be disentangled from the ex-
perience and social aspects of our perception
of contemporary reality. These factors were an
integral part of even those of his works that are
clearly focused on abstraction.

Thyn’s photographs can be perceived as the
artist’'s commentaries on our contemporary
condition, or — as curator Jifi Ptacek wrote in
relation to Thyn’s 2015 exhibition — as ‘pictures
that have not happened, although they exist.” Jiri
Thyn’s solo exhibition at Trafé Gallery — his first
solo exhibition in Hungary — also presents such
pieces. The gallery space, unsettling and evoking
a sublime and eerie milieu, features still lives that
resemble traps. Traps in which we can regard
with the calmness and resignation of an outside
observer as we destroy ourselves and every-
thing around us, and as the unbridled serpent
that emerges from the ashes, plastic rubbish
and other remnants of our violent reality after the
flames engulf everything.



Jifi Thyn (1977, Praga) a pragai Mlvészeti, Design
és Epitészeti Akadémia (UMPRUM) fotografia
és a KeépzdHmulveészeti Akadéemia (AVU) festd
szakan tanult. 2014 €s 2018 kozott a pragai Film-
Mmulveszeti Egyetem (FAMU) fotografia szakanak
oktatdjavolt, jelenleg a Jan EvangelistaEgyetem
képzdémlveészeti szakanak fotostudidjat vezeti
Usti nad Labemben, és tanit a pragai Scholastika
Foiskolan.

Egveni kiallitasainak adott otthont tobbek kozott
a FAIT Galéria, Brno (2023, 2015), a Pragai VVarosi
Galéria (2021), Brno House of Arts (2017, 2011)
és a strasbourgi CEAAC (2014). Munkai olyan
jelentds intézmeények csoportos kidllitasain szere-
peltek, mint New York-i Cseh Center (2019),
a varsoi BWA (2018), a zUrichi Manifesta 11 (2016),
a pragai Galerie Rudolfinum (2011), a Pragai Nem-
zeti Galéria (2016), a londoni Photographer’s
Gallery (2016), a New York-i Elizabeth Foundation
for the Arts, (2016), a chicagdi MoCP — Museum
of Contemporary Photography (2010), vagy a Ca-
sino Luxembourg, forum d’art contemporain
(2010). A hazai kdzdnség a budapesti Q Contem-
porary (2022), a Fuga — Budapesti Epitészeti Kdz-
pont (2021), a Trafd Galéria (2014) és a Kisterem
(2013) csoportos kiallitasain talalkozhatott
muveivel.

Jifi Thyn (born 1977, Prague) studied photo-
graphy at UMPRUM (Academy of Arts, Design
and Architecture in Prague) and painting at AVU
(Academy of Fine Arts). Between 2014 and 2018
he was head of the Studio of Postconceptual
Photography of FAMU (the Film Academy) in
Prague and currently heis head of the Photogra-
phy Studio at the University of Jan Evangelista,
Department of Fine Arts, in Usti nad Labem and
teaches at Scholastika College in Prague.

Amongst others, he had solo exhibitions at FAIT
Gallery, Brno (2023, 2015), at Prague City Gallery
2021, at the Brno House of Arts (2017, 2011),
and at CEAAC, Strasbourg (FR) (2014). His work
has been featured in group exhibitions in such
institutions as Czech Center in New York (2019),
BWA Warszawa (2018), Manifesta 11 in Zurich
(2016); The Prague National Gallery at the Trade
Fair Palace (2016); the Photographer’s Gallery
in London (2016); The Elizabeth Foundation for
the Arts, New York (2016); Galerie Rudolfinum,
Prague (2011); MoCP — Museum of Contemporary
Photography, Chicago (2010); Casino Luxem-
bourg, forum d’art contemporain, Luxembourg
(2010). In Budapest he participated at group ex-
hibitions at Q Contemporary (2022), Fuga — Buda-
pest Architecture Centre (2021), Trafd Gallery
(2014 and Kisterem (2013).
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A Kigyo dlelése
alove Life cimti sorozatbol, 2023

Installacio
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Title of the installation:

Embrace of the Serpent
from the series Love Life, 2023

Installation
(digital print on paper, digital print on textile,
lightbox, textile, metal, concrete, gold leaf, plastic)
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